and the parts of Libya belonging to Cyrene, and visitors from Rome,
both Jews and proselytes, Cretans and Arabs—in our own languages we
hear them speaking about God’s deeds of power.” All were amazed and
perplexed, saying to one another, ‘What does this mean?’ But others
sneered and said, ‘They are filled with new wine.’

Hear the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Gospel Acclamation
Alleluia, alleluia!
Blessed are you, Father, Lord of heaven and earth:
for revealing the mysteries of the kingdom to mere children.
Alleluia!

Gospel Mtt. 26: 69-75
&= The Gospel of our Lord Jesus Christ according to Matthew
Glory to you Lord Jesus Christ.

Now Peter was sitting outside in the courtyard. A servant-girl came to
him and said, “You also were with Jesus the Galilean.” But he denied it
before all of them, saying, ‘I do not know what you are talking about.’
When he went out to the porch, another servant-girl saw him, and she
said to the bystanders, ‘This man was with Jesus of Nazareth.” Again he
denied it with an oath, ‘I do not know the man.’ After a little while the
bystanders came up and said to Peter, ‘Certainly you are also one of
them, for your accent betrays you.” Then he began to curse, and he
swore an oath, ‘I do not know the man!’ At that moment the cock
crowed. Then Peter remembered what Jesus had said: ‘Before the cock
crows, you will deny me three times.” And he went out and wept
bitterly.

The Gospel of the Lord. Praise to you Lord Jesus Christ.
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Sentence

I ask that they may all be one, Father, so that the world may believe that
you have sent me. John 17:21
Prayer of the day

Bounteous God,
we give thanks for this ancient and beautiful land,

a land of despair and hope,

a land of wealth and abundant harvests,

a land of fire, drought and flood.
We pray that your Spirit may continue to move in this land and
bring forgiveness, reconciliation, and an end to all injustice;
through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen.

First Reading Gen. 11:1-9
A reading from the book Genesis

Now the whole earth had one language and the same words. And as they
migrated from the east, they came upon a plain in the land of Shinar and
settled there. And they said to one another, ‘Come, let us make bricks,
and burn them thoroughly.” And they had brick for stone, and bitumen
for mortar. Then they said, ‘Come, let us build ourselves a city, and a
tower with its top in the heavens, and let us make a name for ourselves;
otherwise we shall be scattered abroad upon the face of the whole earth.’
The Lord came down to see the city and the tower, which mortals had
built. And the Lord said, ‘Look, they are one people, and they have all
one language; and this is only the beginning of what they will do;
nothing that they propose to do will now be impossible for them. Come,
let us go down, and confuse their language there, so that they will not
understand one another’s speech.’

So the Lord scattered them abroad from there over the face of all the
earth, and they left off building the city. Therefore it was called Babel,
because there the Lord confused the language of all the earth; and from
there the Lord scattered them abroad over the face of all the earth.

Hear the word of the Lord. Thanks be to God.

Psalm 23 — A.P.B.A. page 243

1 The Lord is my shepherd:
therefore can I lack nothing.
2 He will make me lie down in green pastures:
and lead me beside still waters.
3 He will refresh my soul:
and guide me in right pathways for his name’s sake.
4 Though I walk through the valley of the shadow of death,
[ will fear no evil:
for you are with me, your rod and your staff comfort me.
5 You spread a table before me
in the face of those who trouble me:
you have anointed my head
with oil, and my cup shall be full.
6 Surely your goodness and loving-kindness
will follow me all the days of my life:
and I shall dwell in the house of the Lord for ever.

Second Reading Acts 2: 1-13
A reading from the Acts of the Apostles

When the day of Pentecost had come, they were all together in one
place. And suddenly from heaven there came a sound like the rush of a
violent wind, and it filled the entire house where they were sitting.
Divided tongues, as of fire, appeared among them, and a tongue rested
on each of them. All of them were filled with the Holy Spirit and began
to speak in other languages, as the Spirit gave them ability.

Now there were devout Jews from every nation under heaven living in
Jerusalem. And at this sound the crowd gathered and was bewildered,
because each one heard them speaking in the native language of each.
Amazed and astonished, they asked, ‘Are not all these who are speaking
Galileans? And how is it that we hear, each of us, in our own native
language? Parthians, Medes, Elamites, and residents of Mesopotamia,
Judea and Cappadocia, Pontus and Asia, Phrygia and Pamphylia, Egypt



